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St. Polycarp was born towards the latter 
end of Nero’s reign, or it may be a little 
sooner; his great age at the time of his 
death, with some other circumstances, ren- 
dering it highly probable, if not certain. 
Uncertain it is where he was born; and I 
see no sufficient reason to the contrary why 
we may not fix his nativity at Smyrna, an 
eminent city of Ionia, in the lesser Asia. A 
place it was of great honour and renown, 
and has not only very magnificent titles 
heaped upon it by the writers of those times, 
but in several ancient inscriptions set up by 
the public order of the senate, not long after 
the time of Adrian, it is styled the chief 
city of Asia, both for beauty and greatness, 
the most splendid, the metropolis of Asia, 
and the ornament of Ionia. But it had a far 
greater and a more honourable privilege to 
gloiy in, if it was (as we suppose) the place 
of St Polycarp’s nativity, at all events of 
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his education, the seat of his episcopal I 
care and charge, and the scene of his mar- / 
tyrdom. In his younger years he is said 
to have been instructed in the Christian [ 
faith by Bucolus, whom the Menaeon informs 1 
us St. John had consecrated bishop of ; 
Smyrna : however, authors of more unques- \ 
tionable credit and ancient date tell us, that 1 
he was St. J ohn’s disciple, and not his only, 
but as Irenaeus, who was his scholar, (fol- 
lowed herein by St. Jerome,) assures us, he 
was taught by the Apostles, and familiarly 
conversed with many who had seen aur Lord 
in the flesh. 

Bucolus, the vigilant and industrious bishop 
of Smyrna, being dead, (by whom St. Poly- 
carp was, as we are tola, made deacon and 
catechist of that church, an office which 
he discharged with great diligence and suc- 
cess,) Polycarp was ordained in his room, 
according to Bucolus’s own prediction, who, 
as the Greeks report, had in his lifetime fore- 
told that he should be his successor. He was 
constituted by St. John, say the ancients 
generally; though Irenaeus, followed herein 
by the chronicle of Alexandria, affirms it to 
have been done by the Apostles : whether 
any of the Apostles besides St. John were 
then alive, or whether he means apostolic 
persons, (commonly styled apostles in the 
writings of the church,) who joined with St. 
John in the consecration. Eusebius says, that 
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Polycarp was familiarly conversant with the 
Apostles, and received the government of the 
church of Smyrna from those who had been 
eye-witnesses and ministers of our Lord. It 
makes not a little for the honour of St. Poly- 
carp, and argues his mighty diligence and 
solicitude for the good of souls, that, (as we 
shall note more anon,) Ignatius passing to 
his martyrdom, wrote to him, and parti- 
cularly recommended to him the inspection 
and oversight of his church at Antioch; 
knowing him (says Eusebius) to be truly an 
apostolical man, and being assured that he 
would use his utmost care and fidelity in 
that matter. That St. Polycarp was “ that 
angel of the church at Smyrna,” to whom 
the apocalyptical epistle of St- John was sent, 
is not only nighly probable, but has been by 
a learned man put past all question. I must 
confess that the character and circumstances 
ascribed by St. John to the angel of that 
church seem very exactly to agree with 
Polycarp, and with no other bishop of that 
church (about those times especially) that we 
read of in the history of the church. And 
whoever compares the account of St. Poly- 
carp’s martyrdom with the notices and inti- 
mations which the Apocalypse there gives of 
that person’s sufferings and death, will find 
the prophecy and the event suit together. 
That which may seem to make most against 
it, is the long time of his presidency over 
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that see ; seeing by this account he must have 
sat at least seventy-four years bishop of that 
church, from the latter end of Domitian’s 
reign (when the Apocalypse was written) to 
the persecution under M. Aurelius, when he 
suffered. To which no other solution needs to 
be given, than that his great, nay, extreme age 
at the time of his death renders it not at all 
improbable ; especially when we find, several 
.ages after, that Remigius, bishop of Rhemes, 
sat seventy-four years bishop of that place. 

It was not many years after St. John’s 
death, when the persecution under Trajan 
began to be reinforced, wherein the eastern 
parts had a very large share, a.d. 107. Igna- 
tius was condemned by the emperor, at 
Antioch, and sentenced to be transported to 
Rome, in order to his execution. In his 
voyage thither he put in at Smyrna, to salute 
and converse with Rolycarp ; these holy men 
mutually comforting and encouraging each 
other, and conferring together about the affairs 
of the church. From Smyrna, Ignatius and 
his company sailed to Troas, whence he sent 
back an epistle to the church of Smyrna, 
wherein he endeavours to fortify them against 
the errors of the times, which had crept in 
amongst them ; especially against those who 
undermined our Lord’s humanity, and denied 
his coming in the flesh, affirming him to have 
suffered only in an imaginary and phantastic 
oody ; an opinion (which as it deserved) he 
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severely censures, and strongly refutes. He 
further presses them to a due observance and 
regard of their bishop, and those spiritual 
guides and ministers which, under him, were 
set over them ; and that they would despatch 
a messenger on purpose to the church of 
Antioch, to congratulate that peace and 
tranquillity which then began to be restored 
to them. Besides this, he wrote particularly 
to St. Polycarp, whom he knew to be a man 
of an apostolic temper, a person of singular 
faithfulness and integrity ; recommending to 
him (as has been said) the care and superin- 
tendency of his disconsolate church of Antioch. 
In the epistle itself, as extant at this day, there 
are many short and useful rules and precepts of 
life, especially such as concern the pastoral and 
episcopal office. And here again he renews 
his request concerning Antioch, that a mes- 
senger might be sent from Smyrna to that 
church, and that St. Polycarp would write 
to other churches to do the like ; a thing 
which he would have done himself, had not 
his hasty departure from Troas prevented 
him. And more than this, we find not con- 
cerning Polycarp for many years after, till 
some unhappy differences in the church 
brought him upon the public stage. 

It happened that the controversy, about 
the time of the observance of Easter, began 
to grow very high between the eastern and 
western churches ; each standing very stiffly 
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upon their own way, and justifying themselves 
by apostolical practice and tradition. That 
this fire might not break out into a greater 
flame, St. Polycarp undertakes a journey to 
Rome to confer and discourse with Anicetus, 
who was then bishop of that see. They 
could not indeed so satisfy one another, as 
that either would quit the customs which 
they had observed, but were content still to 
retain their own sentiments, without violat- 
ing that charity which was the great and 
common law of their religion. In token 
whereof they communicated together at the 
Holy Sacrament ; and Anicetus, to put the 
greater honour upon St. Polycarp, gave him 
leave to consecrate the Eucharist in his own 
church : after which they parted peaceably ; 
each side, though retaining their ancient 
rites, yet maintaining the peace and com- 
munion of the church. 

During his stay at Rome St. Polycarp 
mainly set himself to convince gainsayers, 
testifying the truth of those doctrines which 
he had received from the Apostles ; whereby 
he reclaimed many to the communion of the 
church, who had been infected and overrun 
with errors. And when the heretic. Mar- 
cion, meeting him one day accidentally in 
the street, and ill resenting it that he dia not 
salute him, called out to him, “ Polycarp, 
own us the good man replied in a just in- 
dignation, u I own thee to be the first-born 
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of Satan.” So religiously cautious (says Ire- 
naeus) were the Apostles and their followers, 
not so much as by discourse to communicate 
with any that did adulterate and corrupt the 
truth ; observing St. Paul’s rule, “ A man 
that is a heretic, after the first and second 
admonition, reject ; knowing that he that is 
such is perverted, and sinneth, being con- 
demned of himself.” Indeed, St. Polycarp’s 
pious and devout mind had a mighty abhor- 
rence of the poisonous and pestilent prin- 
ciples, which m those times corrupted the 
simplicity of the Christian faith ; insomuch 
that, when at any time he heard any thing of 
that nature, he was wont presently to stop 
his ears, and cry out, “ Good God, into what 
times hast thou reserved me, that I should 
hear such things !” immediately avoiding the 
place where he had heard any such discourse. 
And the same dislike he manifested in all 
the epistles which he wrote either to neigh- 
bour-churches, or particular persons, warn- 
ing them of errors, and exhorting them to 
continue steadfast in the truth. This zeal 
against heretics, and especially his carriage 
towards Marcion, we may suppose he learnt 
in a great measure from St. John, of whom 
he was wont to tell, that going into a bath at 
Ephesus, and espying Cerinthus the here- 
siarch there, he presently started back : “ Let 
us begone,” said he to his companions, “ lest 
the bath wherein there is Cerinthus, the 
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enemy of truth, fall upon our heads.” This 
passage (says Irenseus) some yet alive heard 
from St. Polycarp’s own mouth, and himself 
no doubt among the rest ; for so he tells us 
elsewhere, that in his youth, when he was 
with St. Polycarp in the lesser Asia, he took 
such particular notice of things, that he per- 
fectly remembered the very place where he 
used to sit while he discoursed, his goings 
out and comings in, the shape of his body, 
and the manner of his life, his discourses to 
the people, and the account he was wont to 
give of his familiar converse with St. John, 
and others who had seen our Lord, whose 
sayings he rehearsed, and whatever they had 
told him concerning our Saviour, concerning 
his miracles and his doctrine, which them- 
selves had either seen or heard, all agreeing 
exactly with the relations of the sacred his- 
tory. All which Irenaeus tells us he parti- 
cularly took notice of, and faithfully treasured 
up in his mind, and made them part of 
his constant meditation. These are all the 
material remarks which I find among the 
ancients concerning Polycarp, during the 
time of his government of the church at 
Smyrna. Indeed, there are several miracles 
and particular passages of his life, related by 
Piornus, which tend infinitely to exalt the 
honour of this holy man. But seeing the 
author is obscure, and that we can have no 
reasonable satisfaction who he was, and 
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whence he borrowed his notices and accounts 
of things, I choose rather to suspend my 
belief, than to entertain the reader with those 
(at best uncertain) relations which he has 
given us. 

In the reign of M. Antoninus and L. 
Verus, began a severe persecution against 
the Christians. Melito, bishop of Sardis, 
who lived at that time, and dedicated his 
Apology to the emperors, makes mention of 
new edicts and decrees which the emperors 
had issued out through Asia, by virtue 
whereof impudent and greedy informers 
spoiled and vexed the innocent Christians. 
But the storm increased into a more violent 
tempest about the seventh year of their 
reign, (a.d. 167,) when the emperor Marcus 
Antoninus, designing an expedition against 
the Marcomani, the terror of whom had suf- 
ficiently awakened them at Rome, summoned 
the priests together, and began more solemnly 
to celebrate their religious rites; and no 
doubt but he was told that there was no 
better way to propitiate and atone the gods, 
than to bear hard upon the Christians, gene- 
rally looked upon as the most open and hate- 
ful enemies to their gods. And now it was 
that St. Polvcarp, after a long and diligent 
discharge of his duty in his episcopal station* 
received his crown. Concerning his suffer- 
ings and martyrdom, we have a full and par- 
ticular relation in a letter of the church of 
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Smyrna, written not long after his death to 
the church at Philadelphia, and in the nature 
of an encyclical epistle, to all the dioceses of 
the Holy Catholic Church ; the far greatest 
part whereof Eusebius has inserted mto his 
history, leaving out only the beginning and 
the end, though the entire epistle, together 
with its ancient version, or rather paraphrase,, 
is since published by bishop Usher. It was 
penned by Eauristus; and afterwards (as 
appears by their several subscriptions at the 
end of it) transcribed out of Irenaeus’s copy 
by Caius, contemporary and familiar with 
Irenaeus; out of his by one Socrates, at 
Corinth ; and from his by Pionius, who had 
with great diligence found it out. A piece 
it is that challenges a singular esteem and 
reverence, both for the subject matter, and 
the antiquity of it, with which Scaliger 
thinks every serious and devout mind must 
needs be so affected, as never to think it has 
enough of it; professing, for his own part, 
that he never met with any thing in all the 
history of the church, with the reading 
whereof he was more transported, so that he 
seemed no longer to be himself. Which 
effect that it may have upon the pious, well- 
disposed reader, we shall present him with 
this following account. 

The persecution growing hot at Smyrna, 
and. many having already sealed their con- 
fession with their blood, the general outcry 
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was, “ Away with the impious,” (or the 
atheists, such they generally called and ac- 
counted the Christians;) “let Polycarp be 
sought for.” The good man was not dis- 
turbed at the news, but resolved to endure 
the brunt ; till his friends, knowing his sin- 
gular usefulness, and that our Lord had 
given leave to his disciples, when persecuted 
in one city, to flee to another, prevailed with 
him to withdraw into a neighbouring vil- 
lage ; where, with a few companions, he con- 
tinued day and night in prayer, earnestly 
interceding with Heaven (as aforetime it had 
ever been his custom) tor the peace and 
tranquillity of all the churches in the world. 
Three days before his apprehension, falling 
at night, as he was at prayer, into a trance, 
he dreamed that his pillow was on fire, and 
burned to ashes ; which, when he awakened, 
he told his friends was a prophetic presage 
that he should be burned alive for the cause 
of Christ. In the mean time he was every- 
where narrowly sought for; upon notice 
whereof his friends persuaded him to retire 
into another village; whither he was no 
sooner come, but his enemies were at hand. 
Who, seizing upon a couple of youths, (one of 
whom by stripes they forced to a confession,) 
were by them conducted to his lodging. 
Entering the house at evening, they per- 
ceived him to be in bed in an upper room ; 
and though, upon notice beforehand of their 
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coming, he might easily have saved himself 
by slipping into another house, yet he re- 
fused, saving, “ The will of the Lord be 
done.” Understanding his persecutors were 
there, he came down and saluted them with 
a very cheerful and gentle countenance ; inso- 
much, that they who had not hitherto known 
him, wondered to behold so venerable a per- 
son, of so great age, and so grave and com- 
posed a presence ; and what needed all this 
stir to hunt and take this poor old man ? He, 
nothing concerned, ordered a table to be 
spread, and provisions to be set upon it, in- 
viting them to partake of them, and only 
requesting for himself, that in the mean 
while he might have one hour for prayer. 
Leave being granted, he rose up, and betook 
himself to ms devotions, wherein he had such 
mighty assistances of divine grace, that he 
continued praying nearly two hours together, 
heartily recommending to God the case of 
all his friends and acquaintance, whether great 
or little, honourable or ignoble, and the state 
of the Catholic Church throughout the world; 
all that heard him being astonished at it, and 
many of them now repenting that so divine 
and venerable an old man should be put to 
death. 

His prayer being ended, and they ready to 
depart, he was set upon an ass, and con- 
ducted into the city. As they were upon 
the road, they were met by Herod and his 
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father Nicetes, who indeed were the main 
springs of the persecution, and had put the 
tumult into motion. By them Polycarp was 
taken up into their chariot, where they both, 
by plausible insinuations, sought to undermine 
his constancy ; asking him what great harm 
there was in saying, My lord the emperor, 
and in sacrificing, by which means he might 
escape. This was an usual way of attempt- 
ing the Christians ; not that they made any 
scruple ^acknowledge the emperor to be 
their lord, (none were so forward, so earnest 
to pay all due subjection and reverence to 
princes,) but because they knew that the 
Romans, too apt to flatter the ambition of 
their emperors into a fondly usurped divinity, 
by that title usually understood God, as Ter- 
tullian tells them ; in any other notion of 
the word, they could as freely as any call 
him Lord ; though, as he adds, even Augus- 
tus himself modestly forbade that title to be 
ascribed to him. 

St. Polycarp returned no answer to their 
demand, till importunately urging him, he 
replied, that he would not at any rate com- 
ply with their persuasions. Frustrated of 
the ends which they had upon him, they 
now lay aside their dissembled friendship, 
and turn their kindness into scorn and re- 
proaches ; thrusting him out of the chariot 
with so much violence, that he bruised his 
thigh with the fall. Whereat nothing daunted. 
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as if he had received no hurt, he cheerfully 
hastened on to the place of his execution, 
under the conduct of his guard; whither 
when they were come, and a confused noise 
and tumult was arisen, a voice came from 
heaven, (heard by many, but none seen who 
spake it,) saying, “ Polycarp, be strong, and 
quit thyself like a man.” Immediately he 
was brought before the public tribunal, where 
a great shout was made; all rejoicing that 
he was apprehended. The proconsul asked 
him, whether he was Polycarp ; which being 
confessed, he began to persuade him to re- 
cant. “ Regard,” said he, “ thy great age ; 
swear by the genius of Caesar ; repent, and 
say with us. Take away the impious.” These 
were their usual terms and proposals to 
Christians, who stoutly refused to swear by 
the emperor’s genius; upon which account 
the heathens generally traduced them as trai- 
tors and enemies to the state; though, to 
wipe off that charge, they openly professed, 
that though they could not swear in this 
way, (their genii being accounted deities, 
whom the Christians knew to be but demons, 
and cast out at every turn,) yet they scrupled 
not to swear by the emperor’s safety, a thing 
more august and sacred than all the genii in 
the world. 

The holy martyr looking about the sta- 
dium, and with a severe countenance behold- 
mg the crowd, beckoned to them with his 
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hand, sighed and looked up to heaven, say- 
ing, (though quite in another sense than they 
intended,) “ Take away the impious.” The 
proconsul still persuaded him to swear, with 
promise to release him; withal urging him 
to blaspheme Christ ; for with that tempta- 
tion they were wont to assault Christians, 
and thereby to try the sincerity of their rene- 
gados; a course which Pliny tells us he 
observed towards apostate Christians ; though 
he withal confesses, that none of them that 
were really Christians could ever be brought 
to it. The motion was resented with a noble 
scorn, and drew from Polycarp this generous 
confession : “ Fourscore and six years I have 
served him, and he never did me any harm ; 
how, then, shall I now blaspheme my King 
and my Saviour ?” But nothing will satisfy 
a malicious misguided zeal: the proconsul 
still importuned him to swear by Caesar’s 
genius ; to whom he replied, “ Since you are 
so vainly ambitious that I should swear by 
the emperor’s genius, as you call it, as if you 
knew not who I am, hear my free confes- 
sion : I am a Christian. If you have a mind 
to learn the Christian religion, appoint me a 
time, and I will instruct you in it.” The 
proconsul advised him to persuade the peo- 
ple : he answered, “ To you I rather choose 
to address my discourse; for we are com- 
manded by the laws of our religion to give 
to princes, and the powers ordained of (xod, 
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all that due honour and reverence that is not 
prejudicial and contrary to the precepts of 
religion. As for them, I think them not 
competent judges, to whom I should apolo- 
gize, or give an account of my faith.” 

The proconsul now saw it was in vain to 
use any further persuasives and entreaties ; 
and therefore betook himself to severer argu- 
ments. “ I have wild beasts at hand,” said 
he, " to which I will cast thee, unless thou 
recant.” “ Call for them,” cried the martyr, 
“ for we are immutably resolved not to change 
the better for the worse ; accounting it fit and 
comely only to turn from vice to virtue.” 
“ Since thou makest so light of wild beasts,” 
added the proconsul, W 1 have a fire that 
shall tame thee, unless thou repent.” “ Thou 
threatenest me with a fire,” answered Poly- 
carp, “ that burns for an hour, and is pre- 
sently extinct, but art ignorant, alas ! of the 
fire of eternal damnation, and the judgment 
to come, reserved for the wicked in the other 
world. But why delayest thou ? Bring forth 
whatever thou hast a mind to.” This and 
much more he spake with a pleasant and 
cheerful confidence ; and a divine grace was 
conspicuous in his very looks, so far was he 
from cowardly sinking under the great threat- 
enings made against him. Yea, the procon- 
sul himself was astonished at it; though 
finding no good could be done upon him, he 
commanded the crier, in the middle of the 
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stadium, thrice to make open proclamation, 
(as was the manner of the Romans in all 
capital trials,) “ Polycarp has confessed him- 
self a Christian.” Whereat the whole multi- 
tude, both of Jews and Gentiles that were 
present, (and it is probable that the common 
council or assembly of Asia might about 
this time be held at Smyrna, for the cele- 
bration of their common shows and sports ; 
for that it was sometimes held here, is evi- 
dent from an ancient inscription making 
mention of it,) gave a mighty shout, erring 
out aloud, “ This is the great doctor of Asia, 
and the father of the Christians ; this is the 
destroyer of our gods, who teaches men not 
to do sacrifice, or worship the deities.” 

The cry being a little over, they imme- 
diately addressed themselves to Philip, the 
asiarch. These asiarchs were Gentile priests 
belonging to the commonalty of Asia, yearly 
chosen at the common council or assembly of 
Asia, to the number of about ten, (whereof 
one was principal,) out of the names returned 
by the several cities. It was an office of 
great honour and credit, but withal of great 
expense and charge; they being obliged to 
entertain the people witn sights and sports 
upon the festival solemnities ; and therefore 
it was not conferred but upon the more 
wealthy and substantial citizens. In this 
place was Philip at this time, whom the peo- 
ple clamorously requested <t&J$t loose a lion 
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upon the malefactor. Which he told them 
he could not do, haying already exhibited the 
hunting of wild beasts with men, one of the 
famous shows of the amphitheatre. Then 
they unanimously demanded that he might 
be burnt alive ; a fate which he himself, from 
the vision in his dream, had prophetically 
foretold should be his portion. The thing 
was no sooner said than done, each one striv- 
ing to bear a part in this fatal tragedy, with 
incredible speed fetching wood and fagots 
from several places ; but especially the Jews 
were peculiarly active in the service, malice 
to Christians being almost as natural to them 
as it is for the fire to burn. 

The officers that were employed in his 
execution having disposed all other things, 
came, according to custom, to nail him to the 
stake ; which he desired them to omit, assur- 
ing them, that He who gave him strength to 
endure the fire, would enable him, without 
nailing, to stand immovable in the hottest 
flames. So they only tied him, who standing 
like a sheep ready for the slaughter, designed 
as a grateful sacrifice to the Almighty, clasp- 
ing his hands, which were bound behind him, 
he poured out his soul to Heaven in this fol- 
lowing prayer: “ O Lord God Almighty, 
the Father of thy well-beloved and ever- 
blessed Son, J esus Christ, by whom we have 
received the knowledge of tnee ; the God of 
angels, powers, and of every creature, and of 
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tlie whole race of the righteous, who live 
before thee ; I bless thee that thou hast gra- 
ciously condescended to bring me to this day 
and hour, that I may receive a portion in the 
number of thy holy martyrs, and drink of 
Christ’s cup, for the resurrection to eternal 
life, both ot soul and body, in the incorrupti- 
bleness of the Holy Spirit. Into which 
number grant I may be received this day ; 
being found in thy sight as a fair and accept- 
able sacrifice, such a one as thou thyself hast 
prepared, that so thou mayest accomplish 
what thou, O true and faithful God, hast 
foreshown. Wherefore, I praise thee for all 
thy mercies. I bless thee, I glorify thee, 
through the eternal High-Priest, thy beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ; to whom with thyself 
and the Holy Ghost, be glory both now and 
for ever. Amen.” Which last words he pro- 
nounced with a more clear, audible voice; 
and having done his prayer, the ministers of 
execution blew up the fire, which increasing 
to a mighty flame, behold a wonder, (seen, 
say my authors, by us, who were purposely 
reserved, that we might declare it to others,) 
the flames disposing themselves into the re- 
semblance of an arch, like the sails of a ship 
swelled with the wind, gently encircled the 
body of the martyr, who stood all the while 
in the midst, not like roasted flesh, but like 
gold or silver purified in the furnace ; his 
body sending forth a delightful fragrancy, 
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which, like frankincense, or some other costly 
spices, presented itself to our senses. 

How blind and incorrigibly obstinate is 
unbelief! The infidels were so far from being 
convinced, that they were rather exasperated 
by the miracle; commanding a spearman, 
one of those who were wont to dispatch wild 
beasts when they became outrageous, to go 
near and run him through with a sword; 
which he had no sooner done, but such a vast 
quantity of blood flowed from the wound, as 
extinguished and put out the fire : together 
with which a dove, as is said, was seen to fly 
from the wounds of his body, which some sup- 
pose to have been his soul, clothed in a visible 
Shape at the time of its departure ; though 
true it is, that this circumstance is not men- 
tioned in Eusebius’s account, and probably 
never was in the original. N or did the malice 
of Satan end here ; he knew by the innocent 
and unblamable course of his life, and the glo- 
rious constancy of his martyrdom, that he had 
certainly attained the crown of immortality, 
and nothing now was left for his spite to 
work on, but to deprive them even of the 
honour of his bones. For many were desi- 
rous to have given his body decent and ho- 
nourable burial, and to have assembled there 
for the celebration of his memory ; but were 
prevented by some who prompted Nicetes, 
the father of Herod, and brother to Alee, to 

advise the proconsul not to bestow his body 
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upon the Christians ; lest, leaving their cru- 
cified Master, they should henceforth wor- 
ship Polycarpus ; a suggestion, however 
managed by the heathens, yet first contrived 
and prompted by the Jews, who narrowly 
watched the Christians when they would have 
taken away his body from the place of exe- 
cution ; “ little considering (they are the 
words of my authors) how impossible it is 
that either we should forsake Christ, who 
died for the salvation of the whole world, or 
that we should worship any other. Him we 
adore as the Son of God; but martyrs, as 
the disciples and followers of our Lord, we 
deservedly love for their eminent kindness 
towards their own Prince and Master, whose 
companions and fellow-disciples we also by 
all means desire to be.” So far were those 
primitive and better ages from that undue 
and superstitious veneration of the relics of 
martyrs and departed saints, which after ages 
introduced into the church. 

The centurion, beholding the perverseness 
and obstinacy of the Jews, commanded the 
body to be placed in the midst, and in the 
usual manner to be burned to ashes ; whose 
bones the Christians gathered up as a choice 
and inestimable treasure, and decently in- 
terred them. In which place they resolved, 
if possible, (and they prayed God nothing 
might hinder it,) to meet and celebrate the 
birth-day of his martyrdom; both to do 
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honour to the memory of the departed, and 
to prepare and encourage others hereafter to 
give the like testimony to the faith. Both 
which considerations gave birth and original 
to those solemn anniversary commemorations 
of the martyrs, which were generally kept in 
the primitive church. Thus died this apo- 
stolical man, (a.d. 167,) about the hundredth 
year of his age ; for those eighth-six years, 
which himself speaks of, wherein he had 
served Christ, cannot be said to commence 
from his birth, but from his baptism or new- 
birth, at which time we cannot well suppose 
him to have been less than sixteen or twenty 
years old: besides, his converse with the 
Apostles, and consecration by St. John, rea- 
sonably suppose him of some competent years ; 
for we cannot think he would ordain a very 
young man bishop, especially of so great and 
populous a city. He is supposed by some to 
have lived (though not then converted to 
Christianity) at the time when St. Paul 
wrote his epistles ; which, if so, must argue 
him to have been of a greater age. Nor is 
this any more improbable than what Quad- 
ratic, the Christian apologist, who lived 
under Hadrian, and dedicated his Apologetic 
to that emperor, reports, that there were 
some of those whom our Lord had healed, 
and raised from the dead, alive even in his 
time. And of Simeon, successor to St. James 
m the bishopric of Jerusalem, Hegesippus 
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expressly relates that he was a hundred and 
twenty years old at the time of his martyr- 
dom. Sure I am, Irenaeus particularly notes 
of our St. Polycarp, that he lived a very long 
time, and was arrived to an exceeding great 
age, when he underwent his most glorious 
and illustrious martyrdom for the faith. 

The amphitheatre where he suffered is in a 
great measure yet remaining, (as a late eye- 
witness and diligent searcher into antiquity 
informs us,) in the two opposite sides whereof 
are the dens where the lions were wont to be 
kept. His tomb is in a little chapel, in the 
side of a mountain, on the south-east part of 
the city, solemnly visited by the Greeks upon 
his festival-day; and for the maintenance 
and reparation whereof, travellers were wont 
to throw in a few aspers into an earthen pot 
that stands there for that purpose. How 
miserable the state of this city is under the 
Turkish yoke at this day, is without the 
limits of my business to inquire. To look a 
little higher to the times we write of, though 
I love not to make severe and ill-natured in- 
terpretations of the actions of divine Provi- 
dence, yet I cannot but observe, how heavy 
the Divine displeasure, not long after Poly- 
carp’s death, fell, as upon other places, sc 
more particularly upon this city, by plague, 
fire, and earthquakes, mentioned bv others, 
but more fully described by Aristides, their 
own orator, who was contemporary with St. 
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Polycarp. By which means their city, before 
one of the glories and ornaments of Asia, 
was turned into rubbish and ashes, their 
stately houses overturned, their temples 
ruined ; one especially, which, as it advanced 
Asia above other countries, so gave Smyrna 
the honour and precedence above other cities 
of Asia ; their traffic spoiled, their marts and 
ports laid waste, besides the great numbers 
of people that lost their lives. Indeed the 
fate was so sad, that the orator was forced to 
give over, professing himself unable to de- 
scribe it. 

I cannot better close the story of Poly- 
carp’s martyrdom, than with the preface 
which the church of Smyrna has in the begin- 
ning of it, as what eminently represents the 
illustrious faith and patience of those primi- 
tive Christians. “ Evident it is, (say they,) 
that all those martyrdoms are great and 
blessed, which happen by the will of God ; 
for it becomes us Christians, who have a more 
divine religion than others, to ascribe to God 
the sovereign disposure of all events. Who 
would not stand and admire the generous 
greatness of their mind, their singular pa- 
tience, and admirable love to God? Who, 
when, their flesh was with scourges so torn 
off their backs, that the whole frame and 
contexture of their bodies, even to their 
innermost veins and arteries, might be seen, 
yet patiently endured it : insomuch that those 
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who were present pitied and grieved at the 
sight of it, while tney themselves were en- 
dued with so invincible a resolution, that 
none of them gave one sigh or groan; the 
holy martyrs of Christ letting us see, that at 
that time, when they were thus tormented, 
they were strangers to their own bodies; or 
rather that our Lord stood by them to assist 
and comfort them. Animated by the grace 
of Christ, they despised the torments of men, 
by one short hour delivering themselves from 
eternal miseries. The fire which their tor- 
mentors put to them seemed cool and little, 
while they had it in their eye to avoid the 
everlasting and unextinguishable flames of 
another world; their thoughts being fixed 
upon those rewards which are prepared for 
them that endure to the end, such as “ nei- 
ther ear hath heard, nor eye hath seen, nor 
hath it entered into the heart of man ;” but 
which were shown to them by our Lord, as 
being now no longer mortals, but entering 
upon the state of angels. In like manner 
those who were condemned to be devoured 
by wild beasts, for a long time endured the 
most grievous tortures : shells of fishes were 
strewed under their naked bodies, and they 
forced to lie upon sharp-pointed stakes driven 
into the ground, and several such like en- 
gines of torture devised for them, that, if 
possible, by the constancy of their torments 
the enemy might drive them to renounce the 
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faith of Christ. Various were the methods 
of punishment which the devil did invent; 
though, blessed be God, there were not many 
whom they were able to prevail upon.” Ana, 
at the end of the epistle, they particularly re- 
mark concerning St. Polycarp, that he was not 
only a famous doctor, but an eminent martyr; 
whose martyrdom all strove to imitate, as 
one who by his patience conquered an un- 
righteous judge ; and by that means having 
attained an immortal crown, was triumph- 
ing with the Apostles, and all the souls of 
the righteous, glorifying God the Father, 
and praising our Lord, the disposer of our 
bodies, ana the bishop and pastor of the 
Catholic Church throughout the world. Nor 
were the Christians the only persons that 
reverenced his memory, but the very Gentiles 
(as Eusebius tells) everywhere spoke honour- 
ably of him. 

As for his writings, besides that St. Jerome 
mentions the volume of Papias and Polycarp, 
and the above-mentioned Pionius’s epistles 
and homilies, Irenaeus evidently intimates 
that he wrote several epistles ; of all which 
none are extant at this day, but the Epistle 
to the Philippians, an epistle peculiarly cele- 
brated by the ancients. Irenaeus gives it 
this eulogium, that it is a most perfect 
epistle, whence they that are careful of their 
salvation may learn the character of his faith, 
and the truth which he preached. To which 
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Eusebins adds, that in this epistle he makes 
use of some quotations out of the first Epistle 
of St, Peter. An observation that holds good 
with the epistle, as we have it at this day, 
there being many places in it cited out of the 
first, though none out of the second epistle. 
Photius passed this just and true judgment 
of it, that it is full of many admonitions, de- 
livered with clearness and simplicity, accord- 
ing to the ecclesiastic way and manner of 
interpretation. It seems to hold a great 
affinity, both in style and substance, witn St 
Clemens’s Epistle to the Corinthians ; often 
suggesting the same rules, and making use 
of the same words and phrases ; so that it is 
not to be doubted but he had that excellent 
epistle particularly in his eye at the writing 
of it Indeed it is a pious and truly Chris- 
tian epistle, furnished with short and useful 
precepts and rules of life, and penned with 
the modesty and simplicity of the apostolic 
times ; valued by the ancients next to the 
writings of the holy canon : and St. Jerome 
tells us, that even in his time it was read in 
the public assemblies of the Asian church. 
I presume the pious reader will think it 
no unuseful digression, if I here subjoin 
so venerable a monument of the ancient 
church. 


THE EPISTLE. 



Polycarp and the Presbyters that are with him, to 

the Church op God which is at Philippi ; mercy unto 

YOU, AND PEACE FROM GOD ALMIGHTY, AND JESUS CHRIST 

our Saviour, be multiplied. 

I rejoiced with you greatly in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye entertained the patterns of true love, 
and (as became you) conducted onwards those who 
were bound with chains, which are the ornaments of 
saints, and the crowns of those that are the truly 
elect of God, and of our Lord; and that the firm 
root of your faith, formerly published, does yet 
remain, and bring forth fruit in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was pleased to offer up himself even 
unto death for our sins; “ whom God raised up, hav- 
ing loosed the pains of death:” “ in whom, though 
you see him not, ye believe, and believing ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory ;” whereinto 
many desire to enter, knowing that “ by grace ye are 
saved, not by works, but by the will of God through 
Jesus Christ.” 

“ Wherefore, girding up your loins,” serve God in 
fear and truth, forsaking empty and vain talking, and 
the error wherein so many are involved, believing in 
him who “raised up our Lord Jesus Christ from the 
dead, and gave him glory,” and a throne at his right 
hand; to whom all things, both in heaven and in 
earth, are put in subjection, whom every thing that 
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has breath worships, who comes to judge the quick 
and the dead, whose blood God will require of them 
that believe not in him. But he who raised him up 
from the dead, will raise up us also, if we do his will, 
and walk in his commandments, and love what he 
loved, abstaining from all unrighteousness, inordinate 
desire, covetousness, detraction, false witness; “ not 
rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing,” or 
striking for striking, or cursing for cursing, but 
remembering what the Lord said when he taught 
thus, “ Judge not, that ye be not judged ; forgive, 
and ye shall be forgiven ; he merciful, that ye may 
obtain mercy ; with what measure ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you again ;” and that “ Blessed are 
the poor, and they which are persecuted for right- 
eousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of God. 

These things, brethren, I write to you, concerning 
righteousness, not of my own humour, but because 
yourselves did provoke me to it. For neither I, nor 
any other such as I am, can attain to the wisdom of 
blessed and glorious St. Paul; who being among 
you, and conversing personally with those who were 
then alive, firmly and accurately taught the word of 
truth ; and when absent, wrote epistles to you, by 
which, if you look into them, ye may be built in the 
faith delivered unto you, whicn is the mother of us 
all, being followed by hope, and led on by love, both 
towards God and Clinst, and to out neighbour. For 
whoever is inwardly replenished with these things, 
has fulfilled the law of righteousness ; and he that is 
furnished with love, stands at a distance from all sin. 
But love of money is the beginning of all evil. 
Knowing, therefore, that “ we brought nothing into 
the world, and that we shall carry nothing out,” let 
us arm ourselves with the armouT of righteousness ; 
and in the first place be instructed ourselves to walk 
in the commands of the Lord, and next teach vour 
wives to live in the faith delivered to them, in love* 
and chastity ; that they embrace their own husbands 
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with all integrity, and others also with all tem- 
perance and contmency ; and that they educate and 
discipline their children in the fear of God. The 
widows, that they be sober and modest concerning 
the faith of the Lord ; that they incessantly intercede 
for all, and keep themselves from all slandering, 
detraction, false witness, covetousness, and every 
evil work ; as knowing that they are the altars of 
God, and that he accurately surveys the sacrifice, 
and that nothing can be concealed from him, neither 
of our reasonings, nor thoughts, nor the secrets of 
the heart. Accordingly, knowing that God is not 
mocked, we ought to walk worthy of his command, 
and of his glory. 

Likewise let the deacons be unblamable before 
his righteous presence, as the ministers of God in 
Christ, and not of men; not accusers, not double- 
tongued, not covetous, but temperate in all things ; 
compassionate, diligent, walking according to the 
truth of the Lord, who became the deacon or servant 
of all : of whom, if we be careful to please him in this 
world, we shall receive the reward of the other life, 
according as he has promised to raise us from the 
dead ; and if we walk worthy of him, “ we believe 
that we shall also reign with him.” Let the young 
men also be unblamable in all things, studying in the 
first place to be chaste, and to restrain themselves 
from all that is evil. For it is a good thing to get 
above the lusts of the world, seeing every lust wars 
against the spirit ; and that “ neither fornicators, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind 
shall inherit the kingdom of God,” nor whosoever 
commits base things. 

Wherefore it is necessary that ye abstain from all 
these things, being subject to the presbyters and 
deacons, as to God and Christ. That the virgins also 
walk with a chaste and undefiled conscience. Let 
the presbyters be tender and merciful, compassionate 
towards all, reducing those that are in error, visiting 
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all that are weak ; not negligent of the widow and 
the orphan, and him that is poor, but ever providing 
what is honest in the sight of God and men ; abstain- 
ing from all wrath, respect of persons, and unright- 
eous judgment; being far from covetousness, not 
hastily believing a report against any man, nor rigid 
in judgment; knowing that we are all faulty, and 
obnoxious to punishment. If, therefore, we stand in 
need to pray the Lord that he would forgive us, we 
ourselves ought also to forgive. For we are before 
the eyes of him who is Lord and God, and “ all must 
stand before the judgment-seat of Christ, and every 
one give an account of himself.” Wherefore let us 
serve him with all fear and reverence, as he himself 
has commanded us, and as the Apostles have preached 
and taught us, and the prophets who foreshowed the 
coming of our Lord. Be zealous of that which is 
good, abstaining from offences and false brethren, 
and those who bear the name of the Lord in hypo- 
crisy, who seduce and deceive vain men ; for “ every 
one that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh, is anti-christ;” and he who doth not 
acknowlege the martyrdom of the cross, is of the 
devil ; and whoever shall pervert the oracles of the 
Lord to his private lusts, and shall say, that there is 
neither resurrection nor judgment to come, that man 
is the first-born of Satan. Leaving, therefore, the 
vanity of many, and their false doctrines, let us 
return to that doctrine that from the beginning was 
delivered to us : let us be watchful in prayers ? perse- 
vering in fasting and supplications, beseeching the 
all-seeing God that he would not lead us into temp- 
tation; as the Lord has said, “the spirit indeed is 
willing but the flesh is weak.” Let us unweariedly 
and constantly adhere to Jesus Christ, who is our 
hope and the pledge of our righteousness, “ who bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree, who did not sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth,” but endured 
all things for our Sakes, that we might live through 
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him. Let us, then, imitate his patience, and if we 
suffer for his name, we glorify him; for such a 

E attem he set us in himself, and thus we have be- 
eyed and entertained. 

I exhort you, therefore, all, that ye be obedient to 
the word of righteousness, and that you exercise all 
manner of patience, as you have seen it set forth 
before your eyes, not only in the blessed Ignatius, 
and Zosimus, and Rufus ; but in others also among 
you, and in Paul himself, and the rest of the Apostles ; 
feeing assured that all these have not run m yam, 
but in faith and righteousness ; and are arrived at 
the place due and promised to them by the Lord, of 
whose sufferings they were made partakers. For 
they loved not this present world, but him who both 
died and was raised up again by God for us. Stand 
fast, therefore, in these things, and follow the example 
of the Lord ; being firm and immutable in the faith,* 
lovers of the brethren, and kindly affectionate one 
towards another, united in the truth, carrying your- 
selves meekly to each other, despising no man. 
When it is in your power to do good, defer it not, 
for alms delivereth from death. Be all of you sub- 
ject one to another, having your conversation honest 
among the Gentiles , that both you yourselves may 
receive praise by your good works, and that God be 
not blasphemed through you. For wo unto him, by 
whom the name of the Lord is blasphemed. Where- 
fore teach all men sobriety, and be yourselves con- 
versant in it. 

I am exceedingly troubled for Valens, who was 
sometime ordained a presbyter amon^ you, that he 
so little understands the place wherein he was set. 
I therefore warn you, that you abstain from covetous- 
ness, and that ye be chaste and true. Keep your- 
selves from every evil work. But he that in these 
things cannot govern himself, how shall he preach it 
to another ? If a man refrain not from covetousness, 
he will be defiled with idolatry, and shall be judged 
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among the heathen. Who is ignorant of the judg- 
ment of the Lord? “ Know ye not that the saints 
shall judge the world ?” as Paul teaches. But I have 
neither found any such thingin you, nor heard any such 
thing of you, among whom the blessed Paul laboured, 
and who are in the beginning of his Epistle. For of 
you he boasts in all those churches, which only 
knew God at that time, whom as yet we had not 
known. I am, therefore, brethren, greatly troubled 
for him and for his wife ; the Lord give them true 
repentance. Be ye also sober as to this matter, and 
account not such as enemies, but restore them as 
weak and erring members, that the whole body of 
you may be saved ; for in so doing ye build up your- 
selves. 

I trust that ye are well exercised in the holy Scrip- 
tures, and that nothing is hid from you ; a thing as 
yet not granted to me. As it is said in these places, 
“ Be angry and sin not;” and “ Let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath.” Blessed is he that is mind- 
ful of these things, which I believe you are. The 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and Christ 
Jesus the eternal High-priest and Son of God, build 
you up in faith and truth, and in all meekness, that 
you may be without anger, in patience, forbearance, 
long-suffering, and chastity, and give you a portion 
and inheritance amongst his saints ; and to us toge- 
ther with you, and to all under heaven, who shall 
believe in our Lord J esus Christ, and in his Father, 
who raised him from the dead. Pray for all saints : 
pray also for kings, magistrates, and princes, and 
even for them that hate and persecute you, and for 
the enemies of the cross, that your fruit may be 
manifest in all, that you may be complete in him. 

Ye wrote unto me, both ye and Ignatius, that if 
any one go into Syria, he might carry your letters 
along with him : which I will do so soon as I shall 
have a convenient opportunity, either myself, or by 
some other, whom I will send upon your errand. 
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According to your reauest, we have sent you those 
epistles of Ignatius which he wrote to us, and as 
many others of his as we had by us, which are 
annexed to this Epistle, by which ye may be greatly 
profited. For they contain in them faith and patience, 
and whatever else is necessary to build you up in 
our Lord. Send us what you certainly know both 
concerning Ignatius himself and his companions. 
These things have I written unto you by Crescens, 
whom I have hitherto commended to you, and do 
still recommend. For he has unblamably conversed 
among us, as also I believe amongst you. His sister 
also ye shall have recommended, when she shall 
come unto you. Be ye safe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Grace be with all. Amen. 



CLAT, PRINTER, IftEiD STREET HILL. 



